A HISTORY OF POLAND

Belgium, which she had since lost in the French war,
Catherine now made an excuse out of his conduct in
the same French war for denying Frederick William

And indeed, the behaviour of Prussia to her allies in that
adventure against France does not survive with success
any close scrutiny. Frederick William had paltered with
Austria; he had accepted subsidies from Great Britain
on condition that he should put an army of 60,000 men
in the field, and had neglected to fill his share of the
bargain; he had run away from the field of war to
conduct operations against the Poles; and finally, he
made a separate peace with France in defiance of all his
treaty obligations. Catherine did well to remind him
that he lacked somewhat in good faith. In one letter she
declared : " The Empress thinks that Prussia's renown
is engaged in the French war ; she thinks that Prussia
ought not to show herself so dependent on English
money; and she sees how right she was not to place
any Russian troops at the disposal of so inharmonious
a coalition."
Long before Warsaw had fellen the three Powers began
to discuss the division of the remainder of Poland. On
23rd July Catherine had written that the fete of Poland
should be settled by an arrangement made by the three
Powers; and Frederick William, then confidently en-
gaged in the siege of Warsaw, had outlined his own de-
mands. He wanted all the country between the Vistula,
Silesia, and West Prussia; and he instructed his am-
bassador at St. Petersburg, Tauenzein, to advance these
claims by offering to set aside small principalities for
Zuboff, then Catherine's favourite, and for Nassau-
Siege, die Russian Ambassador at Berlin. In other
words, Austria was again to be excluded from participa-
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